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Awmidrican readers are not perhaps senerally
gwire of the Guet that there Has reeently been
a Hyvely debate in Fnshiusl over certiin new
editions of Buskin's works. For somg time
past a detinitive edition of ns compiote works
has Lien passitig through the press, an edibon
procically  invalidating  the early  editions of
Sote of the great wriler’s most important pro-
ductions. Ruskin was never a man anwilling
to burn or to admit that lw had made mis-
tikess He rewrote some of his books, and in
some eases greatly angmented them. In the
aunthorzal  edition, now poing forwanl, we
have Dis text as e wished it to go finally be-
fore the worlil. Dot certain early  editions,
having gone out of copyright, have litely
been reproduced, and lowd has been the outery.
There have been striking articles amd letters on
the subject in the London “Saturday Review,”
and these have just been put into a pamphlet
by Mr. Goorze Allen, Ttuskin's publisher, It is
callind “Copyright and Copywronz: The Authen-
tic and the Vnauthentic Ruskin™  Of course,
the publ s of the old editions bring for-
wind divers plausible arguments, bat it cer-
tumly seems a hardship that the fame of an
guthor who has overhaunled and  radically
chinized his book should suffer from the con-
tiumed eireulation of an edition which he had

ropudiated as out of harmony with his mature |

thiought
—

The fourth volume of Taine's eorrespondence,
which completes the collection, hag just been
publizlsd in P'aris. It brings the record down
from 1876 fo 1592, One of the letbrs written
to Nis danzhiter containg an apt suggestion for
prosentday redders, e says:

whit you have been rend-
to rocite to you Verlaine's
nut to read the lyrie porms

All that and Rpssetti
tliind, and the Gane
oureer, and the other “decadon
' dindly unwhalesome  The
vrlis has the offect on the mind of
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Of conrse the narrow-minded gentry who are
alwayvs &0 solleitions lest the world should be
diprived of its right to all the uowholesame
stIf in ltersture and art, coulid not but des
noutce this passaze ns bonrgents, philistine,
proviteial, and so on. We enn b Lthese wise
a protesting that while Taine was no donbt
I =l o ri te hils s s reading,
it was prepostierons of bim to Ak in that
sgeperal way abont the “docadents Rsht
minded  resders,  howewer, awlll pereci
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FRENCH SOCIETY.

Memories of It Before and After

Revolution.

Editedd from the
e w

Some arcount of these memoirs was given in
The Tribune by our Paris correspondent when
they were published in France last March
shown then that they amply deserved to
nd wee are glad that an En
version bas been priduced with so fittle delay.

Born in 1781, and
her life embraced a period =0
momyntous changes that her memolrs
make almost as romantic reading as you will
Nicoullaod, who has
had the privilege of preparing them for the
press, presents her in his introductory essay as

trimely diversitied career.

fts wulls
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coversl with
tations to these

Al
of the gentlemen w
surprising

lows:

rished to be Invited took their
O e srformance the King, who

soats there; during t
wis alune in His box, sur red these seats through

a large pair of copern-glisses, and could be seen
\llvrilim: .'15 cortnin number of names in pencil.  The
oceupants of these seats (and to take a seat was
knuwn as se preseter powr les cabinets) then waited

I -room to the caldncts.
h:«;;:,r‘lll_\- uft:;'ward an usher, candiestick In hand,
and haliding the slip of paper written by the King,

half opened the doar and pronounced 4 name, the
fortunate man then bowed to the remainder, and

entersd the holy of holies. The door redpel

ahich history nevertheless forces upon
When the royal fumily and some thirty
rnests gssembled for 4 supper party in the King's
private apartments thoy suppe d in guarters so
circumseribed thit the billiard table had to be
nks te form a sideboard Invi-
suppers were issued to tadies in
~ance. but, as the Cpmtesse observes, “the fute
< less agreeable.” It ks not
thit the soldierly d'Osmond shrank
from the procedure imposed upon all those of his
sex who craved the honor of sitting at meat wlith
Louis XVI. In the evening they attended the
performance in the smull palace theatre and
there their fate as to supper was settled as fol-

the |
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i notihle personality
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hat of eyewitnesses,
itz or hor friends Thiis, while she v
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n trustworthy and extraordinarily

valuable data reliating to the royalist tra-
£ eraisted in spite of th

Her father, thongh a soldler with Hitle of the
5 make-up, was prevailed upon hy
dOsmond 1o establish himself at

1 StOry, yet every
K concernlng them thiat appears must -

: It ia hard, with the
seale and grandonr of the famous palace in mind,
tiv get used Lo the eonception of court life within

if their siekly sathors anil |

- ITEZSE DE BOIGNE
(Fron the miniaturs by Isabey)

w fintahed. At the last name the usher closed
dour with n tomary bang

~i the remiinder that their

qain, and they went somewhar dJown-

t, though they had been well aware that there

were mure candidistes than invitations

An etiquette of Spanish rigidity governed the

conrt tank nnd wealth, the Comtesse npotes, |
| were hand In glove in Parisian society, but
| notwit

standing the seeming flexibility the man
who could not produce proofs of nobility was
sure, sooner or later, to meet diseomfitire if he
enrricd his social aspirations too far We are
told of one rich young officer who thought that
bBecause Ne frequented the best gsoclety he eould
g0 to one of the Queen’s balls at Versailles.
“He was turned out with such harshness that
he committed suicide on arriving in Paris, in
despiitr at the ridicule to which he was exposed
In an age when ridicule was the worst of enlam-
tea™ It 45 recorded of the Due de Coigny
that on the day when his danghters were to be

that in this country vice Is lmmaterial, but ridi-
crile i3 fatal™ At the same time that the court
pedantically Iald down the law, it was charne-
tertzed by the queerest defects of what may be
called social administration.  The royal hospi-
tality wns full of fantastie contrasts. It might
rialse a man to the pinnnele of mundane satis-
factlon, but, incldentally, it subjected him to the
crudest hardships. “At Fontainebleau the guests
were given nothing more than a bare aparie-
ment.  They were obliged to find their own
furniture, linen, ete, and to provide their own
food.™

The Comiesse has some sharp ohservations on

the amusements of the courtiers, and espectally |
| Parisian soctety whi
old regime strengthencd rather th

the gambling that went on among them. It is
to this vice that she attributes much of the un-
happiness of the Queen, asking, “Who would
have dared to accuse the Queen of France of
selling her=If for & necklace, if she Had not
been seen before o table piled with money, at-
tempting to win it from heér subjects™ She
dismisses with scorn the base calumnies fabrl-
catind out of whole cloth by the Queen's foea

j thet
Fquette.  As soun as he heard
| opended the door, saying,

| wpheaval that we hear most in these merm i

another name was called, and s; on until the Hst |

shoe buckles, all belonging to the Princ. t

-
General de BEoigne appears to
best of n bad barzain with

| nature, and though, no doubt, he
| backs, his wife's memoirs leave us
presented at court he said ta them, “"Remember | Dinsk, Nin wifes o oy

in her treatme

to efrcums=tances. A 3
brevding, she nevertheloss
umder Napoleon, “Notwiths:t
dicves,” she says, T wis nes

very sincere admimtion for
and on her return to France she tos

eirvle of my own, I fu
At this paint In her m
capital portragts of Mm
Staél, and other famous fi
but she s plainspoken about Marte Antoinette’'s  does not fall to give us a

indiscretion. and especlally animadverts upen
her passion for fashion. “She dressed p he
fashlonable, ran into debt to be fashionable,
gambled to be fashionable, was g fregs thinkep
to be fashlonable, and was a flirt for the same
reason.” In rezard to the King she has severg]
amusing things to say. Perhaps her most picg=
uresque reférenve to the subject oceurs in hep
account of the manneér in which Louis weny 19
bed:

The King came In from an inner room. followwsg
by his attendants.  His hair was a

L and b
had taken off his orders.  Without alt h:i.l:
to anypody, he walked Inside the bo 3 the

bed, and the almoner for the duy took from the
hand of the rvalel de chambre & pruver-look and g
Inree candiestick with two lights  H- wed the
King within the balustrade, ‘ the book,
and held the enndle Auring t
a short one. The King then o -
part of the room where the courtlers were st
The almoner handed the candle - y thd
valet, and he to a person indi ¥ t
who continuad to hold it while 1t
dressing. This was & much envi
tinction, and at every rig o
those who were coming down fro
were asked., “Who held the candlestick™
cholee, as happens everywhere and at all
was but seldom approved

The King's coat, walstcoat and =
off, he stood there naked 1o his wais:
and rubbing himself as if he had been
presence of the whaole court and ofte:
strongers of Jdistinethon

The first valet hnurded the nlght-shirs w ke
most bighly qualified persan, o ons the T
of the bliod if any were present
and not & favor When the p
w hom was an famiiar t
often tricks while putt
ke the Rolde -
sy cliorming Jokes W
ereatly vexed those who were s
him. When his shirt was o
ing-gown, whils threes wva
belt and knee-breeches, s

with these nidiculous fetters, h
round the cirele of those in waiting.

When the King had had ennugh of it he shufMed
buckwn d to an arm-chrir whicrh was po

the middle of the room, and dropped
up his legs. two pages on their ko
£ | his legs, pulled off the King's sh
drop with & erash, which

Gen
piis out.”  Those presentl wen
cervmony was finished. How
wits holiimg the candlestick was
he had anything special to say
hence the value attached to this strunse favor

The political fermentation gning on at this
period interests the Comtesse de Bolgne us
looks bark at her chilkihood,

sutwordinates her comments thes h
notes s the foreguing, and to the reconsd of r
oWl persorit T
of course, in 1 i
memarahile ¥ 3
but her pa 1 i
pose en they help us to realize he o
little of hteenth contis
We delight in her sturiea of her populusity as
& little girl among the poval . w -
dently petted Wer to an extrs r
giving her, for example, a dolf so mugn ol
that even her ofd write hhont
it with t b
,' Iusion spaniel v L |
“If the road happened ¥
H

how

the tu imuaginatio ched pensant
passing on the hizshw

jut it is not of the lur

id aspects of the proat

The author was fortunate enoug?
already noted, to be out of harm's way at

worst moments in the development of Fre

P

affairs  We turn from the French court
| scenes in England, where, by the way, Mrs. F

herbert shows her an enormous collection 2

Wiles, and where, In due course, after = -

little travel, the young Frenchwoman ts mer-i- !
| ta €
Indiz with an immense fortune. She wns
teen and he wias forty-nine There was no ;
butween them. Indeed, she told Bim when =4
accepted his offer that she did not eare o
| the least and probably never should do =

neral de Boigne, recently rerurned

that if he were willing to establl t e
| pendence of her parents. her pr 1l

bie her to muarry him wi

at of him

fines, we ar~ jus : him as for

| and are, perhaps, even alittle mor mpa
ate, for it is not obvious that the marriazg

him any happi w e e [

tesse evidently contrive t ¥ & fdy
fortable and _
She had, we infer, a g ol 3
o

*h her

| “In the early days of the En st .
“opposition soclety In Paris w: ¥
Az soon as T was !




